Preimplantation diagnosis.
Although healthy babies have been born after preimplantation diagnosis for sex determination, this technique is still in an experimental phase. To date, removal by micromanipulation of one or two blastomeres from an eight-cell embryo seems an acceptable procedure. Since a reasonable number of biopsied embryos will implant and develop in utero, the methodology for the analysis of the blastomeres at the chromosomal, gene product or DNA level, needs to be improved before further clinical application. In the meanwhile, more information about early embryo development will become available.